ROCKY MOUNTAIN PREP

Our RMP Academic Vision

We are not a school system- we are a movement. Our movement is to democratize college
access for kids and communities systemically denied access to a high-quality college
preparatory education. We must know that teaching, learning, content, data analysis, and
assessment are not concepts in and of themselves at RMP- they are tools we use to ensure our
students have the most choices so that they can design a life they love that is of their choosing.

Pillar 1: Literacy = Justice

"Once you learn to read, you will be forever free."
Frederick Douglass.

We know literacy isn’t just a skill or a subject. It is a liberatory
tool used for centuries to equip people with the knowledge and
critical thinking skills they need to determine their destinies.
Denying people the right to learn how to read is one of the
oldest tools of subjugation, and yet it is happening in America today at astonishing rates. RMP
rejects this and proudly embraces the science of reading at every grade level, providing our
students with opportunities to learn, grow, and love reading. In EC-2nd grade, our students are
learning to read and building their identities as readers. In 3rd-5th grade, our students use their
proficient literacy skills to learn more about the world around them and use reading to explore
places that are far away. In 6th-8th grade, our students read to explore more challenging topics,
concepts, and ideas. They finish their middle school literacy experience with an expanded
worldview. In 9th-12th grade, our students use reading to challenge their and others' ideas
while mastering research to support and defend various viewpoints.

Signature Support Programs: Accelerated Reader, Reading Academy, PEAK Parent Tutors,
Springboard Collaborative



Pillar 2: Language = Freedom
"Our lives end the day when we become silent about
things that matter."
Martin Luther King, Jr.

When people can write and speak effectively, they gain the
power to express themselves, share their experiences, and
communicate their needs and desires. This empowerment
is essential for marginalized communities to assert their
rights, demand justice, and participate fully in society.
RMP believes deeply that our students have innate gifts and abilities, but we aim to give them
the tools to use those in modern society. We also know that most of our students are
multi-language learners, and providing a welcoming and robust learning environment is a top
priority. In EC-2nd grade, our students learn to love language by learning the basics of writing
and speaking and building their confidence in their identity as orators and writers. In 3rd-5th
grade, we begin pushing our students to use language to communicate their thoughts, ideas,
and learning in all classes. In 6th-8th grade, our students deepen their language skills to
explore their views, ideas, and opinions, as well as the views, ideas, and opinions of others. In
9th-12th grade, our students use writing and speaking to raise their voices in powerful
confidence to communicate to the broader community who they are, what they stand for, and
why that matters. They also use writing to analyze complex texts, ideas, and concepts, ensuring
they can speak and write at the collegiate level before graduation.

Signature Support Programs: RMP Spelling Bee, speech, drama and debate, RMP Showcase

Pillar 3: Content = College Access
"The only way to end poverty and inequality is

through education. Knowledge is power."
Dolores Huerta.

uede?!

Education is a pathway out of poverty for
many individuals from marginalized
backgrounds. It provides opportunities for
socioeconomic mobility, reduces income
inequality, and helps break generational cycles
of poverty by empowering individuals to
pursue fulfilling careers and achieve economic stability. RMP democratizes college access by
ensuring every curriculum represents the best in class. Many of the curricula in RMP schools




can be found in the most elite schools across the country. In EC-2nd grade, our students learn
to love learning by exploring in hands-on, loving environments with curricula that encourage
them to learn facts and figures and inspire them to continue to be curious about the world
around them. In 3rd-5th grade, we begin pushing our students towards automaticity, knowing
that their brain space will be free for more critical thinking and creativity by ensuring that
everything they need to know regarding foundational knowledge can be accessed with
automaticity. The curricula aren’t just focused on facts; you will see 3rd-5th graders reading
and discussing complex themes in literature. In 6th-8th grade, our students hop onto a
springboard into college, ensuring that they have a command of not just knowledge and skills
but that they have also developed a college and career identity in which they are beginning to
actively plan for and explore life after graduation. In 9th-12th grade, we shift our focus to
intentionally and actively planning with our students for college and career readiness. The
content our students learn is essentially college content at this level, and students spend time
exploring internships, credentialing programs, and certifications to help enhance their choices
and options.

Signature Support Programs: PEAK Plus, internships, certifications, micro-credentials, SAT prep,
service learning, summer away programming, concurrent enrollment, Advanced Placement

Our Vision for High School, College, and Career Success
School Year 24-25

As we have delved deeper into our course catalog, program offerings, and the structure of our
high schools, we know that while we have accomplished great things with our high school
students, we can do even more. The process to continue to improve our ECE-12th grade
continuum will not be a one-year process. We have begun to identify the critical elements of
our high school programming and the opportunity to equip our students for post-secondary
success.

Every child has a right to a meaningful, choice-filled life. We do not believe our students must
choose between career or college. We want our students to be equipped to succeed at both
and ensure that our programming from EC-12th grade supports them holistically in
discovering, refining, and pursuing their passions.

The RMP Graduate Guarantee
Every RMP student will graduate high school with the following:
1. Multiple acceptances to high-quality colleges, universities, apprenticeship programs,
and post-graduate programs that offer a high return on investment and have the
necessary support in place to help, particularly our first-generation students.



2. A valuable credential or micro-credential that will give them immediate access to a
good-paying job, enabling them to continue supporting themselves as they pursue their
post-secondary pathway.

3. A clear plan for the next steps after graduation has been co-created with the student
and their family. This plan will include detailed, immediate next steps, access to a
support network to assist and encourage students, and short-term and long-term
actions to support their pursuit of their dreams.

RMP College and Career Success Mindsets

One of the current challenges in our system is that we are waiting until high school even to
begin a lot of this important work. We know that at elite, high-quality schools across the
country, the path to college and career success starts at ECE. Therefore, breaking down the
mindsets and ways of being that we will infuse into each grade level at RMP is necessary. Every
teacher, staff member, and RMP community member is responsible for ensuring that we create
the conditions for students to operationalize these mindsets daily. Research has shown that
these mindsets, beliefs, and ways of being significantly impact whether or not students can
achieve their visions for a meaningful life.

ECE-2nd Grade: | am a learner, a hard-working student on the path to college, and a great
career! | love to explore, try new things, and challenge myself. | love my school community and
know they are here to help me grow and learn. | can begin thinking about short-term and
long-term goals | want to accomplish and can create age-appropriate plans to achieve them. |
understand the connection between hard work and making good things happen for myself.

3rd-5th Grade: | am an achiever- | can set and work towards big goals, plan to succeed, and
reqularly track my progress against those goals. | know how my choices today affect my
present and future. | am thinking about my passions and interests and can articulate some
career pathways that interest me. | love my RMP community and feel safe to disagree, engage
in discourse, and challenge others with love and respect. | know how to solve disagreements
with my peers and feel empowered to take action on things | care about.

6th-8th Grade: It’s time to deeply explore the contents, topics, and career pathways I’'m most
passionate about. | can strategically think about overcoming challenges inside and outside
school to make the most of my life. I'm more aware of my unique strengths and how to use them
to achieve meaningful academic and personal goals. By the time | leave 8th grade, I'm ready to
declare a career pathway of interest and create a high school plan that aligns with my chosen
pathway. | am a confident leader and learner and feel agency over what happens to me. | know
that | can’t control everything, but | can control how | respond to it, and that makes my power
limitless.



9th-12th Grade: This is my time to make my dreams a reality- I've been working my entire
school career at RMP for this moment! I've shifted my focus to creating a clear plan for my life
after high school that aligns with my passions and the career pathway I’'m continuing to get
more specialized knowledge. I'm learning and studying to get an industry credential or
certification aligned with my chosen career pathway. This matters because it gives me
immediate access to a good job that will be more helpful as | work and pursue my dreams. |
know how to evaluate post-high school programs that offer a return on investment and are a
good fit for me and my family. I’'m constantly pushing myself to choose the option that opens up
the most doors for me. I'm confident in my ability to go independently and start having new
experiences outside my school and community, like study abroad experiences, internships, and
summer away programs. Before graduating, | identified a support network that could help me
after high school. | am thrilled to take the following steps and optimistic about my future.



