
 

 
 
April 22, 2026 
 
Dear Rocky Mountain Prep Community,   
 
I am excited to share that earlier today, at our public board meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
Prep Board of Directors, we announced the selection of Natalie Rubio as the next Chief 
Executive Officer of Rocky Mountain Prep. Natalie will step into the role on May 25th.    
 
This decision follows an extensive national search and a thoughtful process that included input 
from staff, families, students, and community members. We are especially grateful to the 
members of the search committee and to everyone who took the time to share their 
perspectives. 
 
Natalie joins Rocky Mountain Prep at an important moment for our community. Since Rocky 
Mountain Prep and STRIVE Prep came together in 2023, we have worked towards a shared 
purpose: to ensure every student in Denver thrives academically, grows socially and 
emotionally, and is prepared for college and career. Over the past year, we have made steady 
progress toward becoming a more integrated network of 12 schools serving more than 5,000 
students. Natalie is the right leader to carry this work forward.  
 
Natalie has more than two decades of experience in public education, with a career dedicated 
to expanding opportunity and improving outcomes for students and families. Natalie most 
recently served as the Founding Executive Director of Single Mom Scholars in Houston. She has 
also held leadership roles with MAS Charter Schools in New Mexico,  Houston ISD, YES Prep 
Public Schools, and IDEA Public Schools.   
 
Natalie brings a people-centered leadership style grounded in excellence and compassion.   
Natalie is someone who listens closely, operates with humility, and elevates the voices of 
students and families. She is deeply aligned with Rocky Mountain Prep’s commitment to 
fostering a school culture of rigor and love, and is well positioned to build on our strong 
foundation while helping us continue to grow as a unified organization. Natalie’s daughter and 
in-laws live in Colorado, and she is excited to put down roots in Denver.   
 
Before her official start date on May 25th, Natalie will focus on listening and learning: spending 
time in our schools, meeting with students, staff, families, and the broader community. We will  

 



share opportunities for you to meet and engage with her in the weeks ahead.  ​
 
We also want to take a moment to express our deep gratitude to Yana Smith for her leadership 
as Interim CEO this school year. Yana has provided steady, inspired leadership during a period 
of significant transition. We are incredibly thankful for her contributions to the Rocky Mountain 
Prep community.​
 
We are excited about what lies ahead and confident that, together, we will continue to build a 
strong and thriving network of schools for our students and families. 
 
Please join us in welcoming Natalie Rubio to the Rocky Mountain Prep community. 
 
With gratitude, 

 

 
 
Pat Donovan, Board Chair, and The Rocky Mountain Prep Board of Directors 


